IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please cancel claim 22. Please also amend claims 1-4, 10-14, 20 and 21, and 

add new claims 23-26, as shown in the complete list of claims that is presented below. 

1 . (currently amended) An image forming apparatus in which a toner image is formed 
on an image bearing body and the toner image is transferred onto a recording medium, 
comprising: 

an image forming section; 
a toner image bearing body; 

a reading section that reads the toner image formed on said toner image bearing 

body; 

a covering section provided between said reading section and said toner image 

* 

bearing body and movable b e tw ee n either to a closing position where said covering 
section covers said reading section and or to an opening position where said covering 
section does not cover said reading section; 

a drive mechanism that drives said covering section to move b e tw ee n either to the 
opening position and or to the closing position; and 

an adjustment section that adjusts said reading section when said covering section 
is at the closing positio n, said reading section being adjusted in such a way that an output 
of said reading section changes . 

2. (currently amended) The An image forming apparatus according to Claim 1 , in which 
a toner image is formed on an image bearing body and the toner image is transferred onto 
a recording medium, comprising: 

an image forming section; 
a toner image bearing body: 

a reading section that reads the toner image formed on said image bearing body; 

a covering section provided between said reading section and said toner image 
bearing body and movable between a closing position where said covering section covers 
said reading section and an opening position where said covering section does not cover 
said reading section; 
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a drive mechanism that drives said covering section to move between the opening 
position and the closing position; and 

an adjustment section that adjusts said reading section when said covering section 
is at the closing position, 

wherein said covering section includes a reflection member attached thereto; 

wherein said reading section includes a light emitting section that emits an 
amount of light to the reflection member and a light receiving section that receives light 
reflected from the reflection member; and 

wherein said adjustment section adjusts the amount of light in accordance with an 
output of the light receiving section that detects the reflection member. 

3. (currently amended) The image forming apparatus according to Claim 2, further 
comprising a controller that controls said drive mechanism to drive said covering section, 
the controller controlling said drive mechanism according to a detection output of the 
light receiving section that detects passage of an edge of said covering section; 

wherein the reflection member has a first reflection coefficient and said toner 
image bearing body has a second reflection coefficient. 

4. (currently amended) The An image forming apparatus according to Claim 1 , furth e r 
comprising: in which a toner image is formed on an image bearing body and the toner 
image is transferred onto a recording medium, comprising: 

an image forming section; 
a toner image bearing body; 

a reading section that reads the toner image formed on said image bearing body; 

a covering section provided between said reading section and said toner image 
bearing body and movable between a closing position where said covering section covers 
said reading section and an opening position where said covering section does not cover 
said reading section; 

a drive mechanism that drives said covering section to move between the opening 
position and the closing position; 

an adjustment section that adjusts said reading section when said covering section 
is at the closing position; 
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a fixing section in which the toner image transferred onto the recording medium is 
fused into a permanent image; and 

at least one of a first drive section that drives said image forming section, a 
second drive section that drives said toner image bearing body, and a third drive section 
that drives said fixing section; 

wherein said drive mechanism is powered by one of said first drive section, said 
second drive section, and said third drive section to move said covering section between 
the opening position and the closing position. 

5. (original) The image forming apparatus according to Claim 4, wherein said drive 
mechanism drives said covering section to move straight. 

6. (original) The image forming apparatus according to Claim 4, wherein said drive 
mechanism includes a gear train that transmits a drive force from any one of said first 
drive section, said second drive section, and said third drive section to said covering 
section. 

7. (original) The image forming apparatus according to Claim 4, wherein said covering 
section moves in a first direction to the opening position and in a second direction 
opposite to the first direction to the closing position; 

wherein when a rotating member of one of said first drive section, said second 
drive section, and said third drive section rotates in a third direction, said covering section 
moves either in the first direction or in the second direction. 

8. (original) The image forming apparatus according to Claim 4, wherein said fixing 
section includes a heater, and said drive mechanism is powered by said third drive section 
to move said covering section to the opening position before the heater reaches a 
predetermined temperature. 

9. (original) The image forming apparatus according to Claim 4, wherein said fixing 
section includes a motor; 

wherein when the toner image is fused, the motor rotates in a forward direction; 

and 
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wherein when said covering section moves to the opening position, the motor 
rotates in a reverse direction. 

10. (currently amended) : ¥be An image forming apparatus according to Claim 1 , furth e r 
comprising in which a toner image is formed on an image bearing body and the toner 
image is transferred onto a recording medium, comprising: 

an image forming section; 
a toner image bearing body; 

a reading section that reads the toner image formed on said image bearing body; 

a covering section provided between said reading section and said toner image 
bearing body and movable between a closing position where said covering section covers 
said reading section and an opening position where said covering section does not cover 
said reading section; 

a drive mechanism that drives said covering section to move between the opening 
position and the closing position; 

an adjustment section that adjusts said reading section when said covering section 
is at the closing position; and 

a cleaning member mounted to said covering section; 

wherein when said drive mechanism drives said covering section to move 
between the opening position and the closing position, the cleaning member moves into 
contact engagement with said reading section to remove foreign matter from said reading 
section. 

1 1 . (currently amended) The image forming apparatus according to Claim 1 , further 
comprising a correction section that corrects at least one of a position on said toner image 
bearing body at which a toner image is formed and a density of the toner image formed 
on said toner image bearing body, the position and the density being corrected in 
accordance with an output of said reading section. 

12. (currently amended) An image forming apparatus in which a toner image is formed 
on an image bearing body and the toner image is transferred onto a recording medium, 
the apparatus comprising: 
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an image forming section; 
a toner image bearing body; 

a reading section that reads the toner image formed on said toner image bearing 

body; 

a covering section provided between said reading section and said toner image 
bearing body and movable between a closing position where said covering section covers 
said reading section and an opening position where said covering section does not cover 
said reading section; 

a drive mechanism that drives said covering section to move between the opening 
position and the closing position; and 

an adjustment section that adjusts said reading section when said covering section 
is at the opening position , said reading section being adjusted with reference to a surface 
of said toner image bearing body on which a toner image is not formed . 

13. (currently amended) The An image forming apparatus according to Claim 12, 
wh e r e in in which a toner image is formed on an image bearing body and the toner image 
is transferred onto a recording medium, the apparatus comprising: 

an image forming section; 

a toner image bearing body; 

a reading section that reads the toner image formed on said toner image bearing 

body; 

a covering section provided between said reading section and said toner image 
bearing body and movable between a closing position where said covering section covers 
said reading section and an opening position where said covering section does not cover 
said reading section; 

a drive mechanism that drives said covering section to move between the opening 
position and the closing position; and 

an adjustment section that adjusts said reading section when said covering section 
is at the opening position; 
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wherein said reading section includes a light emitting section that emits an 
amount of light to the a reflection member and a light receiving section that generates an 
output in accordance with an amount of light received; and 

wherein said adjustment section adjusts the amount of light emitted from the light 
emitting section in accordance with the output of the light receiving section that detects 
light reflected by said toner image bearing body. 

14. (currently amended) The An image forming apparatus according to Claim 12, 
further comprising: in which a toner image is formed on an image bearing body and the 
toner image is transferred onto a recording medium, the apparatus comprising: 

an image forming section; 
a toner image bearing body; 

a reading section that reads the toner image formed on said toner image bearing 

body; 

a covering section provided between said reading section and said toner image 
bearing body and movable between a closing position where said covering section covers 
said reading section and an opening position where said covering section does not cover 
said reading section; 

a drive mechanism that drives said covering section to move between the opening 
position and the closing position; 

an adjustment section that adjusts said reading section when said covering section 
is at the opening position; 

a fixing section in which the toner image transferred onto the recording medium is 
fused into a permanent image; and 

at least one of a first drive section that drives said image forming section, a 
second drive section that drives said toner image bearing body, and a third drive section 
that drives said fixing section; 

wherein said drive mechanism is driven by one of the first drive section, second 
drive section, and third drive section to open and close said covering section. 

15. (original) The image forming apparatus according to Claim 14, wherein said drive 
mechanism drives said covering section to move straight. 
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16. (original) The image forming apparatus according to Claim 14, wherein said drive 
mechanism includes a gear train that transmits a drive force from any one of the first 
drive section, second drive section, and third drive section to said covering section. 

17. (original) The image forming apparatus according to Claim 14, wherein said 
covering section moves in a first direction to the opening position and in a second 
direction opposite to the first direction to the closing position; 

wherein when a rotating member of one of the first drive section, the second drive 
section, and the third drive section rotates in a third direction, said covering section 
moves either in the first direction or in the second direction. 

18. (original) The image forming apparatus according to Claim 14, wherein said fixing 
section includes a heater; 

said drive mechanism is powered by the third drive section to move said covering 
section to the opening position before the heater reaches a predetermined temperature. 

19. (original) The image forming apparatus according to Claim 14, wherein said fixing 
section includes a motor; 

wherein when the toner image is fused, the motor rotates in a forward direction; 

and 

wherein when said covering section moves, the motor rotates in a reverse 
direction. 

20. (currently amended) The An image forming apparatus according to Claim 12, in 
which a toner image is formed on an image bearing body and the toner image is 
transferred onto a recording medium, the apparatus comprising: 

an image forming section; 
a toner image bearing body; 

a reading section that reads the toner image formed on said toner image bearing 

body; 

a covering section provided between said reading section and said toner image 
bearing body and movable between a closing position where said covering section covers 
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said reading section and an opening position where said covering section does not cover 
said reading section; 

a drive mechanism that drives said covering section to move between the opening 
position and the closing position; and 

an adjustment section that adjusts said reading section when said covering section 
is at the opening position; 

wherein a cleaning member is mounted to said covering section; and 

wherein when said drive mechanism drives said covering section to move 
between the opening position and the closing position, the cleaning member moves into 
contact engagement with said reading section to remove foreign matter from said reading 
section. 

21. (currently amended) The image forming apparatus according to Claim 12, further 
comprising a correction section that corrects at least one of a position on said toner image 
bearing body at which a toner image is formed and a density of the toner image formed 
on said toner image bearing body, the position and the density being corrected in 
accordance with the output of said reading section. 

Claim 22 (cancelled). 

■ 

23. (new) The image forming apparatus according to Claim 1, wherein said covering 
section includes a reference sheet for adjusting said reading section, the reference sheet 
being positioned so that when said covering section is at the closing position, the 
reference sheet opposing said reading section; 

wherein said adjustment section adjusts said reading section such that when said 
reading section reads the reference, and the output of said reading section is within a 
predetermined range. 

24. (new) The image forming apparatus according to Claim 1, wherein said covering 
section includes a gray reference sheet for adjusting said reading section, the gray 
reference sheet being positioned so that when said covering section is at the closing 
position, the reference sheet opposing said reading section. 
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25. (new) The image forming apparatus according to Claim 12, wherein said adjusting 
section adjusts said reading section in such a way that an output of said reading section 
changes. 

26. (new) The image forming apparatus according to Claim 12, wherein said adjustment 
section adjusts said reading section so that an output of said reading section is within a 
predetermined range. 
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